CHAPTER XXVIII

NAPOLEON left Mojaisk on September 12 and entered Moscow
on the 15th. The great town was deserted, the governor,
General Eostopchin, having made all the inhabitants go out.
This Eostopchin, whom some would make a hero, was a
barbarian who shrank from no means to make himself
notorious. He had allowed a number of foreign traders to be
killed by the populace ; above all, some French domiciled in
Moscow, whose only crime was that they were suspected of
wishing for the arrival of Napoleon's troops. Some days
before the battle of the Moskwa, the Cossacks having captured
.a hundred of the French sick. General Kutusoff sent them to
the governor of Moscow. Without any pity for their suffer-
ings, he left them withont food for forty-eight hours, and
then marched them through the streets, where several of the
poor wretches died of hunger. Meanwhile the police-agents
read a proclamation in which Eostopchin, to encourage the
people, said that all the French were equally feeble, and would
be as easily knocked over. At the end of this terrible pro-
cession the greater part of our soldiers who survived it were
butchered by the populace, without any attempt on Eostopchin's
part to stop if

The beaten Enssian troops only passed through Moscow,

.and went  on to  re-form thirty  leagues  further, towards

Kalouga.     King Murat followed them with  infantry and

^cavalry, while the guard remained in the city, and Napoleon

established himself in the Kremlin, the ancient palace of the

Czars,    All was apparently quiet, when, on the night of

September  15, the  French and German traders who had

-escaped the governor's search came and warned Napoleon's

staff that the town was about to be set on fire.    This wasy. This
